Katrina Congress: A Student Congress/Community Service
Experience

The New Orleans Catholic Forensic League will offer a multifaceted invitational student
congress experience on April 11-12, 2008. Students will spend Friday, April 11, debating bills on
issues of national importance which have emerged from the efforts of Gulf Coast citizens to
recover from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. On Saturday, April 12, they will tour damaged areas
and personally help with recovery efforts. Sunday will be open for visits to the historic
FrenchQuarter and other sights of interest.

This event provides students with opportunities not only to educate themselves about recovery
issues, but also to participate directly in recovery through community service.

Our goals are five-fold:

e Provide participants with opportunities, through research and debate, to learn in depth about
problems brought to national attention by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and their aftermath,
problems that affect communities across the nation, not just in the Gulf Coast region: the
environment, disaster preparedness, urban infrastructure, health care, relationships among
local, state, and federal government, flood control, and a host of other challenges.

e Engage participants in the immediate and compelling experience of viewing the effects of the
disaster first hand.

e Al l ow participants to contribute personally
service.

e Enable participants, as they participate in speech competition elsewhere, to use what they
have experienced and learned in New Orleans to educate other students from across the
country.

e Provide local participants with exposure to strong competition as they debate issues with
experienced, articulate, and politically aware students from areas with an established
tradition of high-level competition.
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In addition, we hope to facilitate the dissemination of information generated by the congress by
incorporating legislation and research into a social studies curriculum that can be made available
nationally.

To support these goals, each school applying to participate in the tournament must electronically
submit the first draft of a bill or resolution by Friday, February 1, 2008. Awards will be given
for the best legislation.

The student congress will take place at Metairie Park Country Day School (www.mpcds.com)
just over the parish line from New Orleans. Country Day, a K-12 independent school on a
thirteen-acre campus, was ravaged by floodwaters when the levees broke, but was completely
restored through the support of parents, alumni, and friends of the school; many parents,
teachers, and students personally cleaned buildings and landscaped outdoor areas. Country Day
is at 300 Park Road, Metairie, Louisiana 70005.

Possible topics of national interest include (but are not limited to):

e Relationship of local, state, and federal governments in coordinating disaster relief
o Example: In the case of a catastrophic disaster, the President of the United States
shall federalize the National Guard of the state(s) impacted in order to coordinate
the command and control the area affected.

e Health services after a disaster
o Example: A corps of physicians and mental health workers shall be established
for assistance at a local or regional level after a national disaster for at least five
years or for such time as they are needed.

e Management of volunteer resources
o Example: A federal agency shall be identified or established to recruit, coordinate,
and manage volunteers and disburse donated funds after a disaster.

e Environmental concerns
o Example: The federal government shall fund a recovery conference for major
cities to formulate environmentally friendly responses to disaster and recovery
plans.
o Example: A plan similar to the Marshall Plan shall be established that would
guarantee wetlands restoration within a ten-year span.

e [nsurance regulation

o Example: A regulatory agency similar to the agency that regulates banks shall be
established.

o Example: Insurance providers shall provide policies for all types of insurance, and
shall not be allowed to cancel policies that have been in effect for a reasonable
period of time

e Design, planning, and oversight of flood protection

o Example: The U.S. government shall undertake a review of flood protection
within the United States and create measures that would provide protection for
now and for the next twenty-five years.

Guidelines for submissions


http://www.mpcds.com/

Legislation is the most important aspect of any Student Congress. Debate is only astigeod as
legislation. Bad legislation will lead to bad debate, and accomplishes nothing in the learning
process. Therefore, all studentbmitted legislation will be reviewed by tournament staff prior
to acceptance and docketing. The following guidelineséeaded to help your students

produce the best legislation for the purpose of the tournament.

1. Remember the difference between resolutions and bills in Student Congress. Resolutions
are simple fAsense of the Con gpraiocnsobthel egi sl a
Congress, or nemandatory instructions to other branches of government. Resolutions
do not have to pass Constitutional muster, but they also accomplish nothing.

2. A bill, on the other hand, is a Congressional mandate. It may estahkst grogram,
create a new administrative agency, or expand or contract the powers of another branch
of government within Constitutional guidelines.

3. Submitted legislation will be scrutinized for topicality. Those outside the topical
guidelines will be reurned.

4. Bills will be scrutinized for constitutionality. Those that are obviously unconstitutional
such as a bill to abolish the Supreme Cowxill be returned (with a citation to the
relevant clause it violates). Bills whose constitutionality isstjoaablei such as a bill
that invokes the very limits of the commerce poweray be returned with suggestions
for revision, or accepted as is. The constitutionality of a bill before the Congress is a fit
topic for debate.

5. All legislation will be examied for style. See attached sample bills and resolutions for
style recommendations.

6. Itis important for any and all important terms within a piece of legislation to be well
defined.

7. When a bill is submitted, there are three possible results:

a. Acceptancé only the best legislation will be acceptedigs It will be within the
topical guidelines, clearly constitutional, and stylistically outstanding.

b. Revisioni bills that are topical, constitutional, but need some work stylistically
will be returned with sggestions for revision.

c. Rejectioni any nontopical bills will be rejected. Any unconstitutional bills will
be rejected. Rejected legislation will be returned viaad with a brief note
explaining the basis for rejection.

Following are two sampleills/resolutions:



A BILL TO ESTABLISH A NATIONAL SERVICE CORPS
# 612

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED

. Section 1:

1
2
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10.
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The President shall direct the appropriate executive branch officials to
createa National Service Corps organization within their jurisdiction. The
National Service Corps shall provide opportunities for service to every
United States citizen between eighteen and twembyyears of age.

Every United Stas citizen between eighteen and twenty years of age
shall serve in the National Service Corps for one (1) year, or twelve non
consecutive months, unless released or excused from service by the
President or designee. National Service Cpgrticipants shall

receive a stipend sufficient to provide a minimal standard of living, as
defined by the director of the National Service Corps and its constituent
organizations.

14. Section 3:For the purposes of this bill, the folng terms are defined as follows:

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

AfExecutive branch official s0 mean

independent regulatory agencies created by Congressional action.

AMIi ni mal standard of | ivingo means

service, and other funds as determined by the relevant executive branch
officials.

21. Section 4:This bill will take effect two years following ratification. Congress shall

22.
23.
24.

have the power to appropriate funds as necessary to carry oodatigates
of this bill.

25. Section 5:All laws in conflict with this bill are hereby declared null and void.

Respectfully Submitted,

Senator Joe Q. Public
John Smith High School
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A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE REBUILDING OF NEW ORLEANS
# 619

WHEREAS, the City of New Orleans is poorly situated to be protected from
harsh natural disasters involving water; and

WHEREAS, the City of Baton Rouge is located less than one hundred miles up
the Mississippi River from New Orleans; and

WHEREAS, the Port of Baton Rouge can be expanded to accommodate traffic
currently processed by the Port of New Orleans; and

WHEREAS, the population of New Orleans is less than half of it&Kptena
total; and

WHEREAS, the federal government and the state of Louisiana have spent billions
of dollars rebuilding New Orleans, THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED, that the
Municipal Corporation of the City of New Orleans be encgadbto disband.

Respectfully Submitted,

Senator Jan®. Public
John Smith High School



Entry Fees: Grants to defray expenses were not forthcoming due to heavy demand for
recovery-related funding. Therefore it is necessary to charge a fee of $75 for each participant and
each coach. The fee includes lunch and dinner Friday; transportation from the hotel to the
congress preliminary sessions and from the preliminary sessions to the final session; damage
tour; lunch Saturday; transportation from volunteer site to hotel.

Participation is limited to two participants from each school. If space permits, additional entries
will be accepted. Coaches will be asked to judge at least one session or to serve as
parliamentarian.

Legislation must conform to the guidelines below. All submissions will be acknowledged.
Revision on some legislation may be necessary in order to provide better debate. Bills and
resolutions will be sent to participants Saturday, March 1. Entry fees must be received by
Monday, March 10.

Accommodations are available at the Hampton Inn and Suites New Orleans Convention
Center.Hotel reservations can be made by calling 1-866-311-1200 or 504-293-1200 and
requesting the group Katrina Congress, coded KCO in the reservation computer. To receive the
congress rate of $129.00 per night, rooms must be booked no later than Monday, March 10;
however, it is recommended that reservations be made before that to be sure of availability.

Key Dates:

¢ Friday, February 1, 2008: Legislation submitted electronically along with
registration form.

e Saturday, March 1, 2008: Legislation will be sent electronically to all participating
schools.

Monday, March 10: Final deadline for entry fees.

Monday, March 10: Final deadline for hotel reservations at congress rate.
Thursday, April 10: Check in and registration

Friday, April 11: Preliminary and final sessions

Saturday, April 12: Damage tour and recovery work



For further information, please contact:

Barbara Fontenot, Moderator, New Orleans Catholic Forensic League
Benjamin Franklin High School
barbara_fontenot@benfranklinhighschool.org

cell: 504-390-1013

school: 504-304-4311

Betsy Petersen, Tournament Director
Metairie Park Country Day School
betsy petersen@mpcds.com

school; 504-849-3176

Ann Sayas, Coordinator
abws45@earthlink.net
cell: 504-430-0348
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Tentative Schedule of Events

Thursday, April 10, 2007

7:30-10:00 P.M. Registration: Host hotel
Friday, April 11, 2007
8:00 A.M. Bus departs for Metairie Park Country Day School
9:00 A.M. Greetings/welcome:
City Representative
Carolyn Chandler: head of school, Metairie Park Country
Day
Barbara Fontenot: President NOCFL
9:30-12:30 Session |
12:30-1:30 New Orleans style lunch
1:30-4:00 Session Il
4:30-5:30 New Orleans style dinner
5:30 Bus departs for final session, Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals
6:30-9:30 Final session: Top participants from each chamber

Site: United States District Court for the Eastern District of
Louisiana, Ceremonial Courtroom

10:00 Awards

Saturday, April 12
7:30 AM. Depart for disaster tour
8:00-11:30 Disaster/tour presentation
11:30-12:30 Lunch
1:00-6:00 Cleanup/restoration volunteer
6:00 Return to hotel; evening free

Free time options:

RockdondoBowl (bowling all ey famoudsllagesgMardi i ve Ca
Gras World (ride the ferry across the Mississippi River for tour); streetcar ride, French Quarter

walking tour (visit famous French Market); tour cemeteries; attend Mass at St. Louis Cathedral;

tour Aquarium of the Americas and Audubon Zoo: famous for the swamp exhibit; shops in New

Orleans Riverwalk

Food options for teenagers:

Caf® Du Monde: coffee and beignet s; Mul at e
|l ive band; Mot her 6s: known f orandthe Netw Orleass;, f o
Riverwalk, Central Grocery: muffaletta sandwices; Gumbo Shoppe: gumbo.



